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Short Exit Statement )

of Francis Nelson Henderson
(Full Exit Statement)

Introduction

Joseph Smith’s extraordinary religious claims trace directly back to his early career as a
treasure-hunting imposter. As a young man steeped in folk magic, Smith used a “seer stone” ¢
placed in the bottom of his hat to convince paying clients he could locate buried treasure.

No treasure was ever found. Desperately poor, Smith developed a manipulative charisma

and persuasive urgency that allowed him to exploit the hopes of others—for money. In -
1826, he was arrested and tried before Judge Albert Neely in Bainbridge, New York, as a

disorderly person and an imposter. Smith was publicly exposed for fraud, but privately refined the very skills—
storytelling, mystical props, prophetic posturing—that he would soon repackage into the foundation of a religion.

Ll

A

Smith's Stone:

Shockingly, Smith used that same stone and hat not | -r
only to hunt for gold, but also to “translate” the

Book of Mormon.! The golden plates, like the
hidden treasures of his earlier scams, remained
invisible to all but Smith and a few loyal witnesses.
This was not a break from his magical past—it was
an expansion of it. Smith transformed the tools of
his earlier deceptions into sacred relics. He elevated
folk magic into theology, and personal gain into
divine command. The same manipulation that once
targeted farmers now targeted believers.

The moral thread remains unbroken. Smith’s early ethical violations—deceiving clients, fabricating visions,
performing rituals—intensified as he assumed prophetic authority. The golden plates became his next invisible
asset. Church leaders today know that if the Book of Mormon is not a historical record, then Mormonism is built
on a lie.

That lie is racial as well as spiritual. The Book of Mormon falsely claims Native Americans are cursed Israelites,
descendants of a fictional exile from Jerusalem. Smith codified 19th-century racial theories into scripture,
stigmatizing Native peoples as dark-skinned Lamanites and assigning moral meaning to skin color. For over a
century, Church leaders taught that people of color bore divine curses and were “less valiant” in a premortal life.

Despite overwhelming evidence, Church leaders today avoid accountability. In 1922, Church Historian B.H.
Roberts warned that View of the Hebrews—a speculative theory linking Native Americans to the lost tribes of
Israel—shared “many” striking parallels with the Book of Mormon. His warning was ignored.

Similarly, the Church has possessed the original Egyptian papyri since 1967. Joseph Smith had claimed they were
written by the hand of Abraham himself and translated them into the Book of Abraham. Egyptologists now
confirm the papyri date to 2,000 years after Abraham and contain no relationship whatsoever to Smith’s
translation. The deception is total.

! President Nelson portrays Book of Mormon translation using the hat and seer stone.
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Joseph Smith’s moral failures did not stop at fraudulent
translation. In his secret practice of polygamy, he used his
spiritual authority to pressure teenage girls and other men’s
wives into sexual relationships, claiming divine command as
justification. These were not marriages of mutual affection
or informed consent; they were compliance under duress,
masked as religious obedience. The abuse was severe and
intimate—Emily and Eliza Partridge were married to Smith
in secret, without each knowing of the other’s involvement.
When Emma Smith, Joseph’s legal wife, finally consented
to the marriage of the sisters, Joseph orchestrated a second
sham ceremony to deceive her into believing it was the first.
This was not only spiritual coercion but emotional betrayal.?

Smith’s conduct in marrying teenage girls living in his household, and asserting it was a divine duty, illustrates a
disturbing abuse of spiritual power. His actions were dishonest, coercive, and manipulative. He weaponized
“obedience” to override autonomy and reframed exploitation as righteousness. He created a closed theological
system in which he alone interpreted God's will, positioned himself as the gatekeeper of salvation, and used that
power to gratify personal desires.

This pattern culminated in the development of the LDS Temple ceremony, where “Obedience” and “Sacrifice”
were enshrined as sacred covenants. These covenants remain active today and serve not as spiritual elevation, but
as mechanisms of conformity. In a system where secrecy is demanded, and dissent is punished, obedience
becomes a tool of spiritual extortion. By the ethical standard of contract law, such covenants are void—secured
under conditions of “fraud in the inducement.”

One of the most chilling illustrations of this dynamic was the “Oath of Vengeance,” added to the Temple
endowment in the 1840s. This secret covenant demanded Mormons pledge retribution against the United States
for the murder of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. Its moral failure became horrifyingly real in 1857 when Brigham
Young’s theocratic regime in Utah enabled the Mountain Meadows Massacre. After making a false promise of
safe passage, 55 Mormon priesthood holders murdered over 120 emigrants from the Fancher wagon train. The
perpetrators were temple-endowed men, under the orders of local Church leadership—who believed they were
obeying sacred covenants. —— "

The echoes of this authoritarian culture remain. Women and girls in the Church
are denied meaningful authority. Members are taught obedience, not critical
thought. LGBTQ individuals are told that their core identity is sinful and are
subjected to damaging and dangerous “remedies.” Church leaders have fought
to impose these moral codes on broader society—opposing the Equal Rights
Amendment, promoting California’s Proposition 8, and fighting protections for
gay families in the courts.

Perfectionism is preached but not practiced. Transparency is demanded of
members but not given by leaders. When brave individuals speak out, the
Church silences them with excommunication, despite the truth of their words.
Today, the internet has made these truths impossible to hide. The Church’s Gospel Topics Essays—now
reluctantly admitting many formerly denied facts—are a direct result of this exposure. But the damage has been
done.

2 A Moral Critique of Joseph Smith’s Secret Marriages to the Partridge Sisters, Francis N Henderson, June 2025
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The LDS Church is not merely mistaken—it is morally compromised at its foundation. Born in deception, built
on fraud, perpetuated by fear, and sustained by obedience, it has betrayed the values it claims to uphold—truth,
agency, and dignity.

Using all their power to hide the truth, even excommunication® does not silence the brave who speak honestly
and publicly. Exposed by the free flow of information on the internet, the leadership’s story is not sustainable,
hence forcing carefully worded admissions in the “Gospel Topics Essays.”

Perpetuating the Authoritarian Legacy of Joseph Smith
More than 180 years after the assassination of Joseph Smith, modern LDS leaders still operate under the long

29 ¢ 2

shadow of his authoritarian template. They claim spiritual authority using Smith’s titles—“prophet,” “seer,

“revelator”—apparently without appreciating we understand the magical and manipulative origins of those terms.
In particular, the title of “seer” was derived directly from Smith’s folk magic past, where he peered into a stone
in a hat to locate buried treasure and claim divine insight.* That this title is still worn unironically by modern LDS
apostles—men educated in law, medicine, and business—reveals a willful ignorance of the word’s actual
etymology and epistemological absurdity. a8 i

Even more troubling is their structural unwillingness to allow
dissent or independent thought. As Hugh B. Brown once candidly
described, the Apostolic Oath—officially termed the "Apostolic
Charge"—requires each member of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles to subjugate personal conscience and submit to group
consensus.” Not only must an apostle yield his vote once
consensus is reached, but he is also expected to speak and act as
if the consensus had always been his own opinion. This is an oath
of rhetorical dishonesty. It manufactures a facade of prophetic
unanimity and coerces personal integrity into silence. ,
Speak not your mind,
but the mind of the quorum

This oath is not a relic of a distant past—it remains active,
enforced by peer pressure, institutional expectation, and spiritual
blackmail. It signals the Church’s rejection of a critical principle
at the heart of ethical religion: the sanctity of moral agency and freedom of thought. When leaders vow to mimic
consensus as personal revelation, the Church ceases to be a place of spiritual inquiry and becomes a factory of
controlled messaging.

President Gordon B. Hinckley once admitted, “No one can predict the future,”® a rare and honest moment of
prophetic humility. But that acknowledgement has not reshaped the self-conception of the First Presidency and
Quorum of the Twelve, who still perform the role of prophets to the laity, making policy announcements as if
they were divine decrees. The title “Prophet, Seer, and Revelator,” printed beneath each apostle’s photograph in
the Church’s General Conference program, is presented without irony or explanation. The average Latter-day
Saint is never told that these men are under oath to feign unanimity, or that “seer” once referred to Smith’s
treasure-divining superstitions.

3"PUSHED OUT OF MY SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL HOME": A DOCUMENTARY CASE STUDY, David P. Wright
4 Quinn, D. Michael. Early Mormonism and the Magic World View. Signature Books, 1998
5 Brown, Hugh B. Quoted in Eugene England, "Hugh B. Brown: Faithful Dissenter," Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol.
20, No. 4, 1987.
¢ Hinckley, Gordon B. Interview with Mike Wallace, 60 Minutes, CBS, April 7, 1996
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Equally troubling is the institutional culture that discourages thoughtful ambiguity. Nowhere is this clearer than
in Fast and Testimony Meeting, a monthly ritual where members are implicitly encouraged to stand before their
community and affirm not just belief, but absolute certainty. “I know the Church is true. I know Joseph Smith
was a prophet. I know the Book of Mormon is the word of God.” These statements are rarely qualified. Sincerity
is measured in certainty, not in questions or complexity. Testimony becomes a declaration of rightness, not a
humble search for truth.

The psychological impact of such a meeting—especially on children—is profound. To stand and affirm certainty
in front of peers is a powerful exercise in conformity. It rewards performative faith and punishes hesitation. The
community is trained to equate doubt with spiritual weakness and to conflate belief with identity. Over time, this
leads to a kind of spiritual gaslighting: the inability to distinguish what one truly believes from what one must say
to remain accepted.

This legacy of enforced certainty, originating with Smith's own absolutist claims to authority, persists in General
Conference addresses that portray Church leaders as infallible stewards of God's will. Elder Dallin H. Oaks has
gone so far as to say that “Criticism of the brethren is wrong, even if the criticism is true.””’ This is not humility—
it is authoritarianism. It places the institution above accountability, the leaders above reproach, and it erodes the

moral development of its members by denying them the freedom to question.

7 Oaks, Dallin H. "Criticism," General Conference, April 1987.
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Smith, for all his charisma, was uneducated and untrained in ethics or theology. He was an improviser, a treasure-
seeker turned preacher, whose legacy of absolutism, secrecy, and self-proclaimed authority was never filtered
through the crucible of moral accountability. It is tragic that the Church he founded has not evolved past his
limitations. Indeed, it has codified them.

Rather than encouraging a pluralism of thought, a diversity of spiritual experiences, or a culture of dialogue, the
modern Church replicates the rigid structures and rhetorical dominance of its founder. Until it reclaims freedom
of conscience as a core religious virtue—until it stops demanding certainty and starts welcoming honest doubt—
it will remain a church of obedience, not of truth.

"The church must change from being an authoritarian organization into one in which there is a genuine
dialogue between leaders and members. Where open and honest questions are not only tolerated, but
encouraged." — Francis Henderson, Full Exit Statement

What I Mean When I Say God

When I use the word “God,” I do not mean the authoritarian Being described by Mormonism or traditional
Christianity. I do not refer to a cosmic judge, a heavenly monarch, or an omnipotent record-keeper watching my
every move.

Instead, [ mean the divine spark within human beings—the capacity for love, truth, integrity, compassion, and
the ability to seek what is life-giving, wholesome, and good. The “God” I speak of is not a person in the sky, but
the deeper moral sense inside us all. To search for God, in my view, is to search for that which is real, noble,
and beneficial to life itself.

This view contrasts starkly with Mormon doctrine, which teaches that “the natural man is an enemy to God”—
that humans are carnal, sensual, and devilish by nature. Likewise, Christianity teaches that mankind is “fallen,”
inherently sinful, and in need of divine rescue. These doctrines undermine confidence in our inner moral
compass and invites control by those who claim to represent God.®

This contrast exposes a strategy used by both Mormonism and Christianity—one I have come to reject. It works
like this: the institution separates you from your sense of inner divinity, then offers to solve the very problem it
has created.

If a person can be persuaded that they are inherently evil, or that their mistakes make them unworthy, or that they
are never alone because God is always watching and judging, then their sovereignty can be undermined. Their
inner dignity, moral self-trust, and sense of personal power can be quietly dismantled.

Joseph Smith, the founder of Mormonism, mastered this religious formula. He exploited human vulnerability by:

1. Asserting that people are “fallen” by nature, an enemy to God, carnal, sensual, and devilish.
2. Offering forgiveness to conscientious people burdened by their mistakes.
3. Promising eternal life to those who fear death.

In exchange, followers submit to Church authority, pay tithing, serve endlessly, and relinquish autonomy. The
Church positioned itself as the exclusive provider of salvation, solutions, and access to the divine.

Book of Mormon Mosiah 3:19 encourages becoming "as a child, submissive, meek, humble, patient, full of love",
in other words — powerless. These are the character traits authoritarian religious rulers consider virtuous. The
individual’s inner dignity, moral self-trust, and sense of personal power are dismantled.

8The Book of Mormon, Mosiah 16:3, states that the "natural man" is "carnal, sensual, and devilish".
Mosiah 3:19: "For the natural man is an enemy to God, and has been from the fall of Adam, and will be, forever and ever, unless ..."
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Friedrich Nietzsche is the philosopher who famously characterized Christianity as a "slave morality". He argued
that Christianity, in its emphasis on humility, meekness, and self-sacrifice—represents a system of values which
undermine human flourishing and the development of great individuals.

Nietzsche's concept of slave morality is not about literal slavery, but rather a psychological and moral disposition
that develops in response to powerlessness. Mormonism enforces its control, its demand for submission through
the threat of excommunication, using spiritual exile to silence those who speak out publicly advocating for a
different viewpoint. This is not a religion of love. It is a system of dominance masked in sanctity.

The Temple’s “Law of Obedience” becomes the backbone of this system—weaponized to demand conformity
and institutionalize submission. Such covenants are morally invalid, not just because they are made without full
knowledge and under emotional conditioning, but because they undercut the virtue in one’s motives, thus altering
the authenticity of the sovereign soul. They are not divine mandates—they are human constructions pretending
to be sacred.

To reclaim ownership of the word “God” is to reclaim one’s own personal right to seek and to search for goodness
without judgement, without shame, and without asking permission.

I do not walk away from the quest for good for which the word God is a symbol. I walk toward a truer, more
authentic search for understanding of all that is good, truthful, and life-affirming.

My Religious Indoctrination

This Statement is derived from my experience as a fully participating and contributing member of the LDS
Church. I was born into the Church in Raleigh, North Carolina, the eldest of nine children. My father, Marion,
was a founding church leader in Raleigh NC, 1940’s — 1960’s. I remember being stunned as a teenager by a few
good church talks. For example, the idea that self-governance is a fundamental condition of free agency.

I'served a successful two-year mission to Southern California 1962 —
1964. Graduated BA Physics, BYU 1968. Married in the Temple,
1966. At church I taught young adults, Elder's Quorum, and Gospel
Doctrine classes.

I grew up misunderstanding that the authoritarian character of
Mormonism tempts Church leaders to violate individual’s free
agency.’

A conflict of interest exists between Church leaders who serve the
best interest of the Church ahead of the individual'®© whose best
interests are different. It leads to abuses of power and mistreatment or
manipulation of individuals for example in the Temple'!.

The emphasis on obedience and conformity within Mormonism stifles
individual freedom of thought and expression, leading to a lack of
intellectual and spiritual growth. The consequences of not conforming
to expectations can be severe, such as excommunication or other forms of punishment or ostracization within
devout religious families.'? “What is restricted is the free, spontaneous expression of the infant’s, the child’s, the

9 THE AUTHORITARIAN TEMPTATION, Francis Nelson Henderson. Salt Lake City Sunstone Symposium, 27-30 July, 2005,
Session #325, Saturday 30 July, 10 - 11 AM .

10 Former LDS Bishops reply to the question, “What is the priority: Health and wellbeing of the members vs Tithing, commitment,
and good name of the Church?” (2:34)

I Temple Covenants are nullified when the person is: 1.) Uninformed. 2.) Pressured. 3.) Deceived. TempleTemptations.pdf

12 Richard Packham, "The next year was an armed truce in my marriage. My wife left me suddenly, with no warning, taking the
children. Her friends at church helped her escape, and she returned to Zion and divorced me. A last-ditch attempt at reconciliation
failed when she said that her return would be conditioned upon my returning to the faith.” Packham’s calm, reasoned, statement is on
video here.
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adolescents, and eventually the adult’s will, their thirst for knowledge and truth, their wish for affection. The
growing person is forced to give up most of his or her autonomous, genuine desires and interests, and his or her
own will, and to adopt a will and desires and feelings that are not autonomous but superimposed by the social
patterns of thought and feeling.”'* Church, and family “has to solve a difficult problem: How to break a person’s
will without his being aware of it? Yet by a complicated process of indoctrination, rewards, punishments, and
fitting ideology, it solves this task by and large so well that most people believe they are following their own will
and are unaware that their will itself is conditioned and manipulated.”!*

Free Will, Free Agency — Coercion

However, a believing Church member is likely to dispute they are manipulated. In order
to make the case that administering religious Covenants are acts of compulsion, one
must first realize that coercion is not just the threat of physical force in compelling a
person to act. But, coercion also is the threat of “moral force”, or duress, or reprisal,
or loss, or creating a perceived threat in this life or an afterlife, or controlling the
circumstances of a person so that, to avoid a greater perceived evil, the person is
compelled to act not according to a voluntary plan of one’s own, but to serve the
intentions of another even if those intentions are noble. Coercion is the threat or fear of
any perceived harm or loss that is used by one upon another to gain compliance.

Power always rests on the acquiescence of the subject. Therefore, the use of power comprises anything that
establishes and maintains the control of one person over another. Thus, power covers all religious and social
relationships, which serve the end of a person (or a church) to control another, from physical violence to the most
subtle psychological ties by which one mind controls another.

What difference is obedience compelled by a gunman threatening one’s life, than obedience compelled by an
authoritarian church threatening a believer’s eternal wellbeing?

Seeking submission from its followers, Mormonism is wrongly re-defining what coercion, or free agency means.
The definitions are easily understood using the simple example of physical coercion, such as threatening
someone's safety to compel action. Even in this situation, the person being coerced still has and must make use
of “free will.” Even if it is known that the choice is between death or injury and some alternative such as giving
over one’s purse, this is still a choice, (although made under duress).

Because of the threat, it is not really a “free choice” at all. With courage one may exercise “free will” by rejecting
the coercion, by calling the coercer's bluff or by fighting back. Although the probability of a successful outcome
may be low, disobedience to the one(s) making the threat is an adult’s innate free will. However, free will is not
free agency because free agency can only exist absent duress (absent the gunman’s threat). Free will and free
agency are different.

Freedom of expression is necessary to the dignity, the social nature, and the growth of the human person. One
must have immunity from coercion as well as psychological freedom.

I believe that no one should grant to any man or church the authority to stand between oneself and one’s God.
“To be yourself in a world that is constantly trying to make you something else is the greatest accomplishment.'>”
We are never separated from our conscience, or our inner divinity, and it is we who take responsibility for
ourselves.

13 Erich Fromm, To Have or To Be, 1976, 165,6
14 Tbid, 166
15 Ralph Waldo Emerson on Self-Reliance
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This means I am responsible for accepting Mormonism into my life at age eight (8) (despite my parent’s
complicity). However, I outgrew the Churches authoritarian claims and repent'® of my membership in it.

It interferes with and harms my Temple marriage in ways that are
important to me. It excommunicates my friends for telling the truth. “The most common form of

It hides from me the facts of Joseph Smith’s dozens of sexual despair is not being who you are.”
relationships. It conceals Smith’s trial in Judge Neely’s court as a
treasure digging “imposter”, when soon afterward he claimed to
digging up the Book of Mormon golden plates.

Soren Kierkegaard
Danish philosopher and poet. 1813 - 1855

Contracts and Covenants
It took me a long time to realize that Church leadership feels justified violating my free agency. The Church has
a conflict of interest in being both the creator of the Temple Covenants and a beneficiary.

In its Temples the Church makes immoral claims on people’s lives for itself: claims to one’s time and to one’s
earnings. The leverage used is fear of eternal loss if one fails to satisfy the secret Temple Law of Consecration,
Law of Obedience, Law of Sacrifice, “before God, angels, and these witnesses” that you give “yourselves, your
time, talents, and everything” to the Church.

In our law which is just, self-ownership (personal sovereignty!'’) must exist if one is to be free, hence subject to
judgement under the law. Contracts, similar to Covenants, are nullified in law when the person entering the
contract is: 1.) Uninformed. 2.) Pressured. 3.) Deceived. Temple Covenants are invalidated for any one or all of
those same reasons:

1.) When Secret because the new candidate on entering into the Temple “Covenants” is uninformed. In
other words, one must fully understand what are the Temple Covenants that one will make before
deciding’® to go on a Church mission or before deciding to be Temple married for which the Church
requires the “Covenants” be taken. They cannot be secret.

2.) When Pressure of any kind exist, then the Covenants are invalid. The Church has an incentive to use
pressure because it is a beneficiary of each new Covenant faithfully lived. It gains for itself the
promise that one’s time, labor, and life choices shall satisfy whatever it may require of the inductee.

While creating and administering the Covenants to new missionaries and to new couples married in
the Temple, the Church is creating pressure by claiming that it is the only right and true Church, and
that its Temple Covenants must be entered into if one is to gain exaltation in the next life.

3.) When the Church Misrepresents itself to the Temple candidate, the Covenants are invalidated. The
Church is a party to the Covenants, it benefits from them, it creates and administers them. It therefore
has an obligation to the other party, the Temple candidate, who trusts the Church’s representation to
be honest. Unfortunately, the Church is manipulating the Candidate, hiding information about itself,
giving false and deceptive and misleading and incomplete information, thereby invalidating the
Covenants because consent is uninformed.

16 Aligning one’s beliefs and actions with their values and principles, increases one’s sense of coherence and well-being. By being aware
of and addressing any discrepancies between their beliefs and behaviors, people can live more authentically and with greater integrity.

17 The word “Sovereignty” itself means: Autonomy, independence, self-government, self-rule, home rule, self-determination,
freedom or: Supreme "power" or independent authority. By personal sovereignty is meant the “power within” to say no. Meaning
we claim our own power over our own lives and allow others the right to do the same. To be accountable requires we be in this place
of true, authentic, and self-generated power. Individual sovereignty is incompatible with Temple Covenants of Obedience, Sacrifice,
Consecration which threaten to defeat sovereignty.

18 Full disclosure of all Temple Covenants or promises must occur "before deciding" because otherwise one is put under the pressure
of reversing a decision others are relying upon. Secrecy, therefore, can nullify Temple Covenants or promises.
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Invalid Covenants:
* Obedience

* Sacrifice

* Consecration

Invalid Because:

= Secrecy

= Pressure

= Misrepresentation

Lucifer’s Plan:

Like the mythical pre-existent war in heaven, these secret Temple Covenants are immoral because like Lucifer’s
plan, they attempt to compel Obedience and Church authorities use them for that purpose. For example, when
one chooses freely to live what the Church prescribes, the Covenants are unnecessary. Covenants only do their
job when controlling someone who otherwise would not freely make the prescribed choice.

Corruption of individual motive was Lucifer’s plan in the Mormon Myth of a pre-existence war in heaven. The
story is that Lucifer intended to compel obedience.

Jesus’ argument against is said to be that compelling us caused two (2) difficulties: First, if compelled we are
unaccountable. Second, if compelled we are inauthentic. Because freedom, absent any controlling influence, is a
necessary condition for the development of a responsible, healthy, mature human person. These principles apply
whether or not one believes in the story of a pre-existent life.

I believe Church leaders are adopting Satin’s argument when putting the “Law of Obedience” into the Temple
ritual. They seek to compel by claiming to be “right,” by claiming they “know,” by claiming God reveals to them
through “feelings,” by their judgements in worthiness interviews, by excommunicating members whose public
opinions or advocacy is different than theirs, by making tithe paying Temple worthiness a condition of Church
employment, by telling missionaries to say they “know” Joseph Smith was a prophet while withholding
discrediting information about the man, by never publicly admitting or repenting of their mistakes.

My First Time Temple Experience

On entering the Salt Lake Temple, the first time as a new missionary in 1962, the Priesthood leader
refused to disclose beforehand what would be sprung upon me once inside. I nearly left. No
disclosure of Covenants from among the bewildering rituals beginning with the half-naked “washing
and anointing”, to repeating Satanic oaths of three ways I should “suffer my life to be taken,”" to
the laughable secret Masonic handshakes and clasps. The Priesthood’s refusal to disclose invalidated
everything because my consent was uninformed.

I still get upset recalling how I was manipulated going into the temple as a 20-year-old. I think that
I always should feel angered reflecting on it. I do not think I want to become emotionally indifferent
to injustice and that anger still should be my response even though I chose not to ruminate about it.

1 In April 1990, the LDS Church eliminated from the endowment ritual gestures representing "execution of the penalty." Previously,
temple participants were required to simulate having one's throat cut, one's chest torn open, and one's body cut asunder.
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I think the explosion in Temple building reveals an intent to leverage Temple Covenants even more in the future.
However, since one may wish to be the author of one’s own life, one may claim that entitlement for oneself
where it belongs, rather than allowing the Church to use Covenants to justify deciding for its own benefit how
one’s time shall be used. By attending the Temple, submitting to Temple worthiness interviews, granting an
interrogation at year-end tithing settlements, we give away our power.

Why would one do so if not in the false hope that something outside of us will fulfill our need to accomplish great
things or fulfill our need to belong or fulfill our need for self-worth to be judged worthy in the next life. When
instead we are better to reclaim our power, to recognize that we are never separated from our inner divinity,
and to take responsibility for ourselves.

Covenants, Manipulation, Exploitation: Bednar — You do not have a choice

S
L]

Mormon Covenants

Elder David Bednar
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
Nov 2019
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The Davis County Stake 1% Counselor asked, “Do you have a choice whether to serve a mission? I'm going to tell
you why you don't. It's because when you were baptized you signed on to the Lord's plan which is giving up free
agency ....”2° This Stake Councilor abuses his religious position to exploit teenage Church members who as
children were baptized at age eight (8), saying falsely baptism is a promise to become a missionary.

In the same video clip (0:49), Brother Bednar affirms what the Brethren are intending when repeating the new
slogan, “We are a Covenant People” while building new Temples totaling more than 265%'. Bednar discloses the
plan’s motive when asking rhetorically, “Do we have the option not to pay our tithing? No, it's breaking a covenant
...” he says. Bednar is manipulating®” religious followers by invoking Temple Covenants to gain compliance.?’
Financial exploitation happens when Apostle Bednar uses his position to pressure followers into making

Under church president Heber J. Grant's Good Neighbor policy was reform eliminating from the Temple ritual (Feb 15, 1927) and
suggestions in church literature, sermons, and ordinances that its members should seek vengeance on US citizens or governments, for
the assassinations of its founder Joseph Smith and his brother, Hyrum. The oath of vengeance, removed from the temple endowment
ceremony, required participants to agree to be bound by the following oath:

"You and each of you do covenant and promise that you will pray and never cease to pray to Almighty God to avenge the
blood of the prophets upon this nation, and that you will teach the same to your children and to your children's children unto
the third and fourth generation."

20 Mormon Covenants: the Road to Serfdom at Mormon Rescue
21 Church News, By Scott Taylor, Jan 22, 2022 “See the locations of the Church’s 265 temples across 6 maps”
22 For any young Mormon thinking about serving a Mormon mission:

1. You always have a choice 0. Run away from any human saying you don't have a choice or saying they know what God
wants for you. It is for you to figure out what is healthiest for you.

2. When you were baptized you were far too young to make such a decision. Your brain doesn’t fully develop till age 25.
Your baptism was likely not a choice. Instead, it was something you did to please those you loved.

3. You are not given all the information you need. As a matter of informed consent, you should know that in 2022 many
Mormon missionaries came home early due to depression, anxiety, and disbelief because they were not told the truth
about the Church when they were growing up.

What would cause a faithful LDS young woman to question her belief after returning home early from her mission. Leaving Early
From My Mormon Mission 0 - Brinley Jensen Pt. 2, 40% leaving Church within six (6) months after mission. 0

23 Elder Bednar argues that Mormons do not enjoy "free agency" after Baptism and Temple Covenants. He argues that one is only free
to obey 0 an “enlarged” agency in a Christian family by keeping covenants, calling it “Moral Agency.” In Bednar’s double-speak, he
demeans individuals choosing anything other than Obedience as merely doing what one “wants.”
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Exit Statement

substantial financial contributions or donations, even when it puts followers in
financial distress using fear to extort donations (1:50) from the poor that if not
paid, one shall be burned.

Brother Holland and Bednar are former Church University presidents; therefore,
their abuse of power is not out of ignorance but is intentional. Holland wrongly
says Tithing is not a charitable gift to the Church but is a debt owed to God. His
false premise is that the giver has not earned his income, but that one’s income is a
gift therefore tithing is owed in return. If so, this makes God responsible for the
injustice that rich and evil men are blessed with great wealth while hardworking
poor people are cursed with poverty. His premise that God is the source of the tithe
payer’s wealth fails spectacularly to account for what is otherwise God’s
indifference to starvation among innocent children. Bednar’s sin is worse, he sides
with Satin’s Plan in the Mormon Myth of a War in Heavin saying we do not have
free agency anymore.

What justifies leaving the LDS Church?

The failure of Church Truth Claims is a valid justification but not first. First, is that the Church is unhealthy to
the human soul because it diminishes individual sovereignty, it works to defeat individual free agency, and in its
Temple rituals it undermines authenticity by demanding Obedience and public silence.

For example, when validity of the defendants’ facts wins the case, Church courts violate their own and the
defendant’s intellectual integrity by demanding submission to authority. The "Authoritarian" nature of
Mormonism undermines authenticity. Example

Second, Following Smith’s example, modern Church leaders are dishonestly seeking to empower their claim of
"being right." Concealing the truth or telling half-truths or fooling people or acting secretly are ongoing forms of
dishonesty Joseph Smith initiated from which modern leaders show themselves unable to break free.

Church leaders have a strong incentive to act fraudulently. They do so by knowingly, intentionally,
misrepresenting, mischaracterizing, misinterpreting and by hiding evidence they know is contrary. Self-
consciously aware of their hiding historical evidence, the sincerity of their belief should be doubted. For example,
can the Pastor’s belief in a resurrection be sincere, if he has the un-resurrected body hidden in his basement?

Likewise, can Church leader’s belief be sincere when they are hiding evidence because they know it is not “faith
promoting.” That talk by Apostle Boyd K Packer?* to Church Educational System (CES) employees, plus the
Gospel Topics Essays show leaders have known all along about the evidence hidden in their basement, so to
speak. Loss of trust is a justification to leave. Example: Annotated Gospel Topics Essays

Third is the invalidity of its Truth Claims. This short list of evidence is factual therefore cannot be dismissed
merely as my opinion. Much of this evidence is acknowledged by the “Gospel Topics Essays.” They have Smith’s
"seer" Stone. Evidence is abundant discrediting Church claims to power, that it is trustworthy or that it is right
or True

1. Because DNA evidence shatters the claim made that the Native Americans are the “principal” ancestors
of the Lamanites, in 2006 the Church was forced by undeniable evidence to change the Book of Mormon’s
own description of itself to say Book or Mormon peoples were “among the ancestors of the American
Indians.”

24 Boyd K. Packer, “The Mantle is Far, Far Greater Than the Intellect,” presented on 22 August 1981 to Seminary, Institute, and Brigham
Young University religion instructors, and published in Brigham Young University Studies, 21
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Church historian B. H. Roberts presented a study®® of the Book of Mormon (BofM) to the
leadership of the Church and a group of Mormon intelligentsia in January of 1922%° fundamentally
challenging the entire premise of their religious beliefs. The BofM story line, that native Americans are a
lost tribe of Israel is a mistaken contemporary Protestant speculation popular at the time of Joseph Smith.
That mistaken speculation became the BofM story which as B.H. Roberts points out, is described earlier
by neighboring Pastor Ethan Smith in his book, View of the Hebrews?’, from the county adjacent to the
Smith family.

The Urim and Thummim and Spectacles are also described earlier in Pastor Smith’s book. Young
Joseph greatly embellishes the ideas while also copying the racial prejudice of his day by skin shaming
Native Americans (Lamanites) in his story of Lehi’s migration from Jerusalem. I read a draft copy of
Robert’s study in 1979 that was ignored for over sixty years until University of Utah historian Brigham D
Madsen published it in 1985.

2. Similarly, Brother Packer, Oaks, Bednar, Nelson, Monson, Hinckley, Holland?®, all know the Book of
Abraham is no translation of Abraham from papyri?® written by “his own hand.” The Brethren have the
papyri scrolls in their possession since 1967. The papyri contain the Book of Breathings for a man named
Hor, a priest of Amon-Ra, who died about 100 BC, far from the time of Abraham.

3. The Brethren know there are no Lamanites because DNA®? testing from hundreds of native American
groups shows they are not Middle East Israelites migrating from Jerusalem but are Southeast Asian.

4. The Brethren know of the other First Vision! accounts, like Smith’s earliest 1832 handwritten version,

that differ significantly from the 1838 version they promote.

5. The Brethren know the Book of Mormon Golden Plates were said to be dug out of the
ground September 1827, not ignorant of the facts that Joseph Smith conducted many (at
least 18) treasure digs between 1822-1827. Treasure
digging for hire was a known superstitious fraud in
Smith’s Day resulting in Smith’s arraignment March 20,
1826, before Judge Neely in Bainbridge, New York and
Smith’s trial as a “disorderly person and an imposter.”>?
Smith testified on his own behalf, insisting in his defense
that he used a "seer" stone to help others look for “hidden
treasures in the bowels of the earth,” despite never once

25 B. H. Roberts, "Studies of the Book of Mormon", 1985, Signature Books, SLC Utah, ISBN 1-56085-027-2
26 Shannon Caldwell Montez, "The Secret Mormon Meetings of 1922", 2019, Master of Arts in History thesis, U of Nevada Reno
27 View of the Hebrews: or, The Ten Lost Tribes of Israel in North America, by Ethan Smith
View of the Hebrews by preacher and theologian Ethan Smith puts forth the notion that the Native American tribes are descended
from the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. The idea that the distant forebears of the Native American tribes had somehow arrived in North
America long ago from Israel, was a popular belief in the USA during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Lacking an alternative
explanation for the tribal peoples, the preachers of the era advanced this Israelite theory, which gained currency especially among
pious Christians in the fledgling United States. Concepts that Ethan Smith and others advanced were later discredited by
anthropologists, who determined that ancestors of the Native American peoples had in fact migrated across the frozen plains of
Alaska. Despite being disproven by later research, View of the Hebrews remains interesting for insights into popular beliefs and
suppositions of religious scholars at the time.
28 Commentary on BBC Interview ¢ with Elder Jeffrey R Holland from 2012.
29 Charles M. Larson, "By His Own Hand upon Papyrus : A New Look at the Joseph Smith Papyri", 1990 ISBN: 0962096326
30 Simon Southerton, "DNA Genealogies of American Indians and the Book of Mormon", 2000
31 Grant Palmer, An Insider's View of Mormon Origins, 2002, Signature Books, SLC Utah, ISBN 1-56085-157-0

Hiding Church History - The Deception around Joseph Smith's First Vision, Mormon Discussions, Radio Free Mormon

John Larsen Describes How Joseph Smith Never Mentioned the First Vision to Anyone in the Church, LDS Discussions
32 Joseph Smith's 1826 Trial (Pt 1) - The Verdict - Dan Vogel (Transcript Ptl), (Pt 2)
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having found any. His arraignment®® was brought by Josiah Stowell’s nephew, Peter Bridgeman, after
watching Joseph Smith’s methods in being the “seer” of the money digging party**. Following Smith’s
March 1826 trial as an imposter when selling himself for treasure digging employment to Josiah Stowell,
Smith would then go on to claim digging up the BofM Golden Plates soon afterward in September 1827.

6. Benjamin Franklin®> described the treasure digging scam long before Joseph Smith practiced it, arising
from the account of Captain Kidd,*® of buried treasure fame in Smith’s Day that the Captain had hidden
buried treasure in the American East. And, that in Kidd’s travels he sailed to the port city "Moroni" on the
island of "Cumorah” (the Comoros Islands near Madagascar). These names are familiar to Latter-day
Saints because Smith named the spirit guarding the buried gold plates, “Moroni,” and the buried treasure
location, the hill “Cumorah.”

7. The Brethren know Smith did not use Golden Plates to produce the BofM. Instead, he placed his treasure
digging "seer" stone in a hat and his face in the hat while dictating the entire BofM to his scribes, Emma
Smith and Oliver Cowdrey, who describe his method. He did not translate from any Golden plates.’’

8. The Brethren have halted annual production of “Hill Cumorah
Pageant.” Stopping the Pageant is a forward looking decision
because the pageant is indefensible when Church leaders know
that a great war killing several hundred thousand Nephite and
Jeradite armed warriors at that site®3, as told by Smith in the Book
of Mormon, could not have occurred while leaving no trace of it. Loy e S
As archeologist phrase it, “The site is clean.” Hill Cumorah 1907

9. The Brethren are leaving off the gold-plated Moroni statue from
new temples. This could also be seen as forward looking because the statue of Moroni is a discrediting
reminder of Smith’s treasure digging expeditions and trial. Like the Hill Cumorah name, the Angel seems
to be named after the Capital city of Cumorah, Moroni. Spirits guarding buried treasure is eerily like
Smith’s methods used on his treasure digging scams.

10. The Brethren know of Isaac Hale’s affidavit** o (Emma Hale Smith’s Father) in which Hale confirms the
accounts of Smith’s occupation as a "money digger;" describing it as “... seeing or pretending to see by
means of a stone placed in his hat, and his hat closed over his face. In this way he pretended to discover
minerals and hidden treasure.” They know of Hale’s conclusion that the Book of Mormon is gotten up
“... with a design to dupe the credulous and unwary -- and in order that its fabricators may live upon the
spoils of those who swallow the deception.”

33 Joseph Smith and the Criminal Justice System 0. Joseph Smith was charged with approximately thirty criminal actions during his
life, and at least that many financial civil suits. Another source reports that Smith was arrested at least 42 times, including in the states
of New York, Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois.

In 1844, Smith was killed by a mob in Carthage, Illinois, while in jail awaiting trial on charges of inciting a riot for ordering
the destruction of the Nauvoo Expositor, a newspaper critical of Smith for practicing polygamy, and for treason against the State of
Illinois for calling out the Nauvoo Legion contrary to the orders of the Governor of Illinois.

34 “Book of Mormon: Joseph Smith and Treasure Digging”, https://www.ldsdiscussions.com/treasure-digging
Mormon Prophet Joseph Smith, The Pirate Captain Kidd, Treasure Digging, The Book of Mormon, John Dehlin summary.
35 Benjamin Franklin, The Papers of Benjamin Franklin 1: 134-39
36 Mormon Stories: LDS Nuclear Submarine Commander, Full Part 3 Episode 1468, Captain Kidd, buried treasure at Cumorah
(Madagascar), Capital City Maroni - 10 min clip at 50:30 Minutes.
37 President Nelson demonstrating Stone in Hat o (0:48)
Chris Johnson, How Book of Mormon Destroyed Mormonism (1:21:12), Edited Shortened Version (24:30)
38 Book of Mormon, Mormon 6:11, ... from the top of the hill Cumorah”
3 Isaac Hale Statement o on Joseph Smith, Jr.
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Exit Statement

1.

12.

13.

A photo of Abraham Lincoln using a cell phone is an anachronism.*’ A coin
inscribed with the date 46 BC is an anachronism. Here are compelling
anachronisms ¢ that challenge the historical authenticity of the Book of
Mormon showing that it is a contemporary creation.

March 20, 1826, 20-year-old Joseph Smith is arraigned before Judge Albert
Neely in Bainbridge NY and tried as an imposter. Employed as a treasure-
digging “seer,” he scams those who trust him, never finding any treasure. Smith
uses a "seer" stone 0*' (56:20). He then uses that same stone placed in his hat
and his hat over his face (0:51) when dictating the entire Book of Mormon 2 >
(BofM) to his scribes, Oliver Cowdery and Emma Smith. Church leaders know that if the BofM is not a
historical record, then the Mormon Church is founded on a lie.

In November 1836 the “audible voice of God” instructed Joseph Smith to establish a bank*?. However,
the Ohio State legislature refused the Kirtland Safety Society a charter upon which the bank was founded
anyway, changing its name to the "Kirtland Safety Society Anti-Banking Company." It was unlawful, but
worse, Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon were incompetent bankers. There was never the slightest chance
that the Kirtland anti-bank company could succeed. It could “scarcely have suffered a more devastating
blow” than was administered to it by its founders. Rather than a modest project befitting its relative worth
and ability to pay, Smith launched a gigantic company nearly half the size (4.0/9.3) of all the banks in
Ohio.

At first the bank notes circulated wildly. However, within months the bank became insolvent when
merchants and businessmen who were more sophisticated than the Mormons began to redeem their notes.
The toppling of the Kirtland anti-bank* loosed a hornets' nest which as a side effect, caused the great
Kirtland apostasy of Smith’s Church followers. Creditors swarmed in upon Smith armed with threats and
warrants. In April 1837 Joseph went into hiding without seeing Emma before he left. (Mormon Enigma,
pp. 62) The blame for the bank failure and investor loses fell squarely on Smith. He had issued a formal
invitation to his followers to take stock in the venture and the institution had been organized outside the
law. Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon were tried in court for violating the law, found guilty, and fined
$1,000.
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40 Anachronisms in the Book of Mormon | Ep. 1609 | LDS Discussions Ep. 08

41 Symbol used linking to a backup copy of the primary link because internet content is notoriously transient.

42 Audible revelation: Joseph Smith's Kirtland Bank Failure. &

43 Wikipedia - Kirtland Safety Society 0 Robert Kent Fielding historian: “As it was projected, there was never the slightest chance that
the Kirtland Safety Society anti-Bank-ing Company could succeed. Even though their economy was in jeopardy, it could scarcely
have suffered such a devastating blow as that which they were themselves preparing to administer to it. ... The Safety Society
proposed no modest project befitting its relative worth and ability to pay. Its organizers launched, instead, a gigantic company
capitalized at four million dollars, when the entire capitalization of all the banks in the state of Ohio was only nine and one third
million. Such presumption could not have escaped the notice of bankers who would have been led to examine its capital structure
more closely. ...”
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14. The Brethren know of Smith’s sexual predation on believing female
followers** such as Smith’s Happiness Letter*o (46:17) to 19-year-old
Nancy Rigdon, or by Brigham Young on 17-years-old Martha Brotherton.
These two (2) are examples where the coercive tactics used are
documented*®. It is fortunate that to Nancy, Smith left written evidence in
his own words of his pathological manipulative behavior and language
for us all to see. It is quite amazing that no sentence was without obvious
manipulation and no sentence had only one manipulative tactic in it. It's
also good to be reminded that we are all vulnerable to certain
manipulative tactics and that it doesn't take stupidity to fall for it but a
skillful manipulator who knows the sensitivities and weaknesses of their
target audience.

15. Mormonism has the stain of Obedience on its soul when in 1857, Temple endowed Mormons failed that
test to put Love ahead of Obedience. Sent by the Cedar City Stake Presidency and High Council*’ to slay
more than 120 men, women, and children of the Francher Wagon Train at Mountain Meadows Utah. All
but one of fifty-five (55) male Latter-day Saints complied,* fulfilled the Law of Obedience and the Oath
of Vengeance' that existed in the Temple at that time.

16. The Brethren are transferring emphasis in General Conference to Jesus, away from Joseph Smith. This
decision could be forward-looking because Joseph Smith’s character is indefensible.

If you are a believing member, Smith’s Happiness Letter (46:17) to Nancy Rigdon may
make you feel extremely uncomfortable, but that discomfort is not Satan trying to lead you
away: It's the realization that what Joseph Smith did as prophet to entice young women to
marry and have sex with him is no different than what other sexual predators have done
throughout our history in the name of God. Not only do other self-proclaimed prophets use
these methods, but the women that enter into these relationships report the same spiritual
witnesses and visions that some of the women entering into polygamy with Joseph Smith
later claimed. [Jonathan Streeter 0]

Civil judgement does not require conviction to be “beyond doubt,” but in which direction
does the balance of evidence tip the scales.

Abominable Apostolic Charge

Apostle Hugh B Brown, in his book An Abundant Life (page 126-127) describes an “Apostolic Charge” upon his
admittance to the Quorum of the Twelve. In Brown's words, “Always be willing to subjugate one’s own thoughts
and accept the majority opinion not only to vote for it, but to act as though it were his own original opinion after
it has been approved by the majority of the Council of the Twelve and the First Presidency.” In other words, the

4 List of the wives of Joseph Smith ¢, Smith lied when he publicly denied he taught or practiced polygamy. The first publication of a
list of Smith's plural wives was in 1887, when assistant LDS church historian Andrew Jenson procured signed affidavits from 27
women besides Emma Smith.

45 The Happiness Letter to 19-year-old Nancy Rigdon (Sunstone video o) - A Study in Religious Manipulation. (Text of Smith’s letter
0); Joseph's Proposition to Nancy Rigdon - LDS Discussions o Ep. 28

46 Martha Brotherton Affidavit. o

Five individuals—Joseph Smith, Heber C. Kimball, Elizabeth Brotherton, Parley P. Pratt, and Brigham Young—each besmirched the
character of 17-years-old Martha Brotherton denying her claim that she was propositioned for a polygamous marriage by Brigham
Young, aided by Heber C. Kimball and Joseph Smith. However, the actions of these five individuals—who either were practicing
polygamy at the time of their denunciations or would go on to participate in polygamy—would ultimately vindicate the substance of
Martha’s story 0 and hence her character at the expense of their own reputations.

47 First Presidency's Mountain Meadows Massacre anniversary statement, Salt Lake Tribune, Sept 11, 2007

48 Juanita Brooks, The Mountain Meadows Massacre, New Edition 1962, Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, ISBN: 0-8061-
0549-6, 90
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Exit Statement

Apostles have made this oath, this “Apostolic Charge,” that they will always, once the consensus is agreed upon,
pretend in their rhetoric and their language that they also were in agreement.

This unholy authoritarian oath is an abomination in my opinion because it dishonestly conceals differing views
we need to know about, pretending unity when there is not. The result can be disastrous. For example, the
Apostolic Charge is a contributing reason, in my opinion, to why hundreds of our gay LDS Brothers & Sisters,
sons & daughters have taken their own lives*’ because they were told, apparently in unison, there is no place for
them.

President Monson at that time was incapacitated by dementia. Hence, the Apostles had already removed his
executive power. Yet all the other Apostles held their silence about the one and only Apostle Nelson, who in
January 2016 described in detail witnessing how the policy of Exclusion was Revelation®® from Monson. Keeping
silent, by failing to refute the sole claim made by Senior Apostle Nelson, all are party to hundreds of LDS deaths
by suicide. The Apostles loyalty to the artificial Apostolic Charge is no virtue but is a sin they covenant among
themselves to commit.

The Church does not disclose the number of members who took their own lives while the damning curse of
exclusion would not be reversed until 3 2 years later, April 2019.

Their claim of “Being Right” with absolute certainty is not about Truth but is an authoritarian power claim. The
Apostles silence about Monson’s revelation, as told by Apostle Nelson, wrongly places the appearance of unity
above the wellbeing of their gay members. Contrary to the “Apostolic Charge,” my belonging to any Church
requires honesty, regardless of the implications.

Likewise, my freedom to choose is never at any time yielded or consigned to the Church; not at baptism>!, not in
the Temple. Hence, changing or withholding information, is willful manipulation of my ongoing right to an
informed choice.

My Resignation

Throughout the half century of my church membership, officers of the Corporation of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints have hidden and misrepresented its history and have conducted a sustained, organized, willful
misrepresentation, misinterpretation, and omission of vital information in their possession about the credibility,
the character, the superstitions of founding church leader Joseph Smith while at the same time seeking my promise
in the Temple that I entrust to them my life, my tithing, my time.

For example, it hides from me the facts of Joseph Smith’s dozens of “Our life always expresses the
sexual relationships with teenage girls and other men’s wives all the
while publicly denying his actions and hiding it from his wife, Emma.
It conceals Smith’s trial in Judge Neely’s Bainbridge NY court as a Soren Kierkegaard

treasure digging “imposter”, when at that time he also claimed to Danish philosopher and poet. 1813 - 1855
digging up the Book of Mormon golden plates.

result of our dominant thoughts.”

My resignation is an act of Conscience. I do not sustain Church leadership who have intentionally, systematically,
knowingly, misled me.>* They are opposed to me choosing how my life shall be lived, instead of them. They hold
authoritarian beliefs about Obedience which, in the Temple, prohibits my freedom of public expression to oppose
that type of power.

4 Mormon Stories #1625 Part2 Going Deeper After Mormonism, Gay Uncle of Ellee Duke suicide snippet at 58 min (10 min)
Mormon Stories #1153: Donna Showalter: Former Relief Society President Pt. 4, Lost lives snippet at 42:55 min (6.7 min)
59 November 5, 2015, policy of Exclusion
5 Mormon Discussion: 369: The Death of Free Agency in Mormonism
32 Behavior Of Leaders-Loss of Confidence-Ability To Command>? (4:12) Mormon Stories Ep. 1862
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Exit Statement

The authoritarian power they advocate is an inherently immoral, disqualifying, and unhealthy core value for any
religion to hold because when religion becomes authoritarian—putting obedience to external authority above
inward transformation—it corrupts the very moral fiber it aims to cultivate.

Church leaders use the Temple attempting to prohibit public criticism, for example that they are intellectually
dishonest, self-aggrandizing, delusional, homophobic, erotophobic, unapologetic, unrepentant, superstitious and
secretive. Isn’t this speaking ill of the “Lord’s Anointed?”>* No, because the information provide in this Exit
Statement is truthful, based on evidence, not merely my opinion. I define “Speaking ill” to mean to slander with
falsehoods, not as Smith or Oaks who say any criticism, True or False, is persecution.

I believe Church leaders know all the evidence in this Statement from which a reasonable person would conclude
Joseph Smith is a Fraudster, a Lier, and a Letcher. He harmed a lot of people. They perpetuate Smith’s fraud, his
methods of domination, manipulation and control.>* Their failure to act when they should have taken action to
protect the membership from Smith’s cultish methods is a breach of duty. In law, their failure is “negligence.”

This Statement is not a balanced investigation such as a journalist may attempt by bringing conflicting views into
consideration because Church leaders already make use of their own forums and publications while excluding
from consideration counter facts such as those in this Exit Statement. A mistaken complaint Church leaders teach
their followers is to wish that former members like myself would “leave it alone” after leaving Mormonism>>.

However, we are driven by a responsibility to those we love to hold Church leaders accountable.

Accountable for what? For making clear that there is a bi-directional “social contract” requiring an honesty worthy
of our trust. For example, while asking me to be honest, loyal, obedient, and to give my time and tithing, Church
policy throughout my membership was that the only Mormon history told should be a so-called “faith promoting”
history®® which conceals controversies and difficulties of the Mormon past and present. The existence of this
policy is in itself, alone, a violation of my trust.

Not once in my lifetime has there ever been any apology o or any public act of repentance acknowledging their
mistakes. Not when denying the priesthood to black males was rescinded; not when walking back racism in the
Book of Mormon, skin shaming Native Americans (Lamanite dark skin curse); not when hiding church history;
not when removing awful parts of the Temple ceremony; not when Book of Abraham papyri was found, dated,
and translated; not when being so deadly wrong about homosexual attraction or affection.

My decision to resign is based on the lived experience of what I know the Church to be®’, in my lifetime, separate
from discovering the invalidity of historical truth claims its leaders make. A key reason is discovering that Church
leaders are knowingly, willfully, intentionally, dishonestly hiding information from me.

My resignation is because at its core the LDS Church is Authoritarian which is an unhealthy way to live. It seeks
power by claiming to be “right” and by claiming to be the “Only True Church.” Those claims are refuted*® in this
Exit Statement.

--- The End ---

33 Criticism in the Church - From Oaks to Eyring 0
Sam Harris' All-Time Most Powerful Critique of Religion ¢ In this video, Sam Harris calls for a shift from uncritical respect for
faith to rational evaluation, urging us to confront the real-world impact of religious doctrines.
54 Wellbeing Of Members Vs Tithing (2:34) Mormon Stories Ep. 1862
55 Gretchen Day - LDS Resignation Letter Template
56 The Great Mormon History Coverup - LDS Leadership's battle against intellectual honesty, Mormon Discussions Radio Free
Mormon.
57 Finances - Institution over Individual (4:52) Mormon Stories | Ep. 1964
58 Letter For My Wife o husband explaining how he came to the conclusion that the Church is not all it claims to be.
CES Letter 0, Jeremy Runnells questions to a Church Educational System (CES) director.
BYU Survival Guide
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Exit Statement

Appendix A - Gospel Topics Essays (Annotated)

From LDS Discussions Website:

LDS Essay on the Book of Mormon: DNA Studies (Annotated)
LDS Essay on Polygamy/Polyandry in Kirtland and Nauvoo (Annotated)

LDS Essay on Polygamy/Polyandry in Utah (Annotated)

LDS Essay on the Book of Abraham (Annotated)

LDS Essay on Joseph Smith's Multiple First Vision Accounts (Annotated)
LDS Essay on Race and the Priesthood (Annotated)

Link to Full Statement
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Exit Statement

Biography
Francis ‘Nelson’ Henderson was born into the church in Raleigh, North Carolina (1942). The eldest of nine

children to Francis ‘Marion’ Henderson and Nellie ‘Jane’ Taylor. Marion was a founding church leader in Raleigh
1940’s — 1960’s coming from Wilmington NC. He served as Raleigh NC branch president, district president, and
councilor in the first North Carolina stake formed at Raleigh. He led the fund raising and construction of the first
ever chapel in Raleigh. My recollection of him at church is that he was always seated on the podium. His “go to”
subject in church talks was about “Attitude.” A branch member once said to me, “Nelson, don’t you know your
father is one of the most conservative members in this area.” No, [ didn’t know that. I knew him as a gentile, kind,
thoughtful, reasoned person that I deeply admired.

Jane’s heritage is Utah pioneer. One great grandfather was Provo church leader & BYU board member T.N.
Taylor. He was Provo Stake President who led building what is now the downtown Provo Temple. One great
great grandfather was Church President John Taylor. I knew mother was conservative, yet she had a side of her
open to exploration. This willingness to explore must be the factor making her women’s Relief Society lessons
interesting to the Raleigh Church Sisters. As a young adult I made an extended effort to understand her one-on-
one, adult-to-adult. She seemed to need and to appreciate those communications.

I served a two (2) year mission to So. California 1962 — 1964. Graduated BA Physics, BYU 1968. Married in
the Temple (1966), I am a founding member of Comtel, 1978 - 2002, a California satellite communications
company where I led development of embedded real-time computer firmware. Employed by Scientific Research
Corp 2010 — 2014, and by GPS Source Inc, 2016 — 2017, Lockheed-Martin 2018 & 2019, Northrop-Grumman
2020, Spectra Sys 2021 to present. Remarried and widowed, I moved from Santa Maria CA, to Poway CA, to
Lilburn GA, to Daniel Island SC, to Austin TX, to Colorado Springs, to Littleton CO, to Palmdale CA, to Satellite
Beach FL, to Mount Pleasant, SC, to Providence RI, to Park City, UT, to South Ogden, UT USA .
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858-668-6943
francisnh12@gmail.com
www.fnhenderson.us
www.mormon-alliance.org

Davis County Ex-Mormon Meetup

http://www.mormonstories.org/

www.inertial-solutions.us
www.linkedin.com

https://www.fhhenderson.us/NelsonHendersonBio.pdf

https://www.fnhenderson.us/FullExitStatement.pdf

https://www.fnhenderson.us/ExitStatement.pdf

https://www.fnhenderson.us/ldswomen.pdf

https://www.fnhenderson.us/AuthoritarianTemptation.pdf

Rights to Reproduce:

My work is made accessible and available to researchers, publishers, and the general public in support of
scholarship, education, and personal enrichment. This document and all information on my web sites are my
effort to educate. I employ critical thinking, my work is not-for-profit, and it is personal (non-commercial).

All images used are either created by me, or belong to me, or are licensed by me, or qualify as “fair use” of
copyrighted material in accordance with the U.S. Copyright Act of 1976, 17 U.S. Code § 107

Disclaimer: My use of all images serves to illustrate my point of view while my purpose in using an image could
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be different and does not necessarily reflect the creator’s intent.
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